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First Baptist Church
The Mount Airy Baptist Church
was organized in 1879. That
year land was donated on Main
Street and a frame church was built.
The congregation grew so between
1906 and 1912 this monumental
Romanesque Revival style granite church was built
under the direction of contractor W.C. Stepp. Over the
years several additions have been made to the church.
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Gertrude Smith House
Jefferson Smith was a local
merchant who owned and
operated several businesses. His
daughter, Gertrude, who was an interior
decorator, enlarged this home and filled
it with antiques. Her will specified the
establishment of a foundation to manage the house with its
furnishings as a museum. The museum is open for free tours.
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Heart & Soul Bed and Breakfast
This residence is also known as the William E. Merritt
House. In 1888 William Edward Merritt moved to
Mount Airy to enter the hardware business. He then later
started a brickyard. Bricks from the yard were used for his
house, his parents, and his hardware store. William was also
involved in the development of the Renfro textile industry.

4

J. D. Sargent House
This impressive granite bungalow
is an appropriate reflection of
the business associations of its original
owner, J.D. Sargent, who for a quarter
of a century was head of the North
Carolina Granite Corporation. He
worked as the superintendent of several granite companies
in Vermont before becoming the general superintendent
of the North Carolina Granite Corporation in Mount Airy
in 1910. In 1918, a year before he built his house, Sargent
bought out the operation and served for the remainder of
his life as the president. It was he who developed the local
granite quarry into a nationally recognized leader in the field.
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T. Garnet Fawcett
House
Garnet built this granite home
between 1905 and 1910. He was a
cashier at First National Bank which his
father founded. His brother George was
the president. After George’s death in
1920, Garnet became the president of the First National Bank.
His brother had lived in the granite dwelling next door at 603
North Main Street.

6

12

7

13

Trinity Episcopal
Church
This small Gothic revival church
is the oldest church building remaining
in Mount Airy. It was built in 1896
and was the first local structure to be
built with granite. The granite was
donated by Thomas Woodroffe who owned the local quarry.
Galloway Opera House
The Galloway Opera House
was one of the earliest places
of entertainment in Mount Airy. The
Galloway Opera House was on the second
floor of the structure. From the late 1880s
until 1909 it served as a theater, political
hall, general meeting place. The opera house opened its door
for its first entertainment on Jan 6, 1891, with a performance
of the New York Theater Company. In the 1990s this building
was converted into the Brannock and Hiatt furniture store.
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Mount Airy Museum
of Regional History
(Merritt Building)
Construction of this building began in
1905 by William Edward Merritt for
use as a hardware and furniture store. In
1993 a group of community and business
leaders purchased the building for the group that would become
known as Mount Airy Museum of Regional History, Inc.
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Main Oak Building
Now known as the Main Oak Building, SmithHolcomb Hardware was built between 1905-1910.
It was originally F. L. Smith Hardware. In April 1914 F. L.
Holcomb bought it and it became Smith and Holcomb.
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Holcomb Hardware
Constructed around 1891 and the site for many
years of the Hale Dry Goods Store, this building
has been home to Holcomb Hardware since 1946.
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William A. Moore
House
Settlement in the area
around Mount Airy goes back to the
18th century, but the oldest known
remaining building in town is the Moore
House, built around 1862. William
Alfred Moore was a local merchant and
industrialist who operated a store and tanyard, owned part
of two local textile mills, and invested in the Yadkin Valley
Railroad. The house was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1986 and was purchased by the Mount Airy
Restoration Foundation in 1992. The Moore House is open
for tours by appointment with a small admission fee.

Earle Theatre
According
to
Sanborn
maps, a theater has been on
this site since 1916, however the Art
Deco Facade appears to date from the
late 1930s or 1940s when such theater
design was popular.
W.W. Burke House
This house was the residence
of W. W. Burke who for at
least twenty years during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries operated a dry
goods store in Mount Airy.
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Sobotta Manor Bed
& Breakfast
John Sobotta was a 20th
century Mount Airy industrial,
financial, civic, and church leader. Born
in Germany, Sobotta moved to Mount
Airy in 1905 to become superintendent
of the National Furniture Company.
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James A. Hadley
House
According to a June 15,
1899 article this was the first dwelling
in Mount Airy to be built largely of
granite. James Hadley was a tobacco
manufacturer who, with Alfred Smith,
organized the Hadley-Smith Tobacco Company, with the
factory located down Pine Street from his house.
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William F. Carter
House
This was the residence of
Mount Airy’s prominent Carter family.
William Carter, Sr. was a lawyer for
more than 60 years, serving as the as the
first president of the Surry County Bar
Association. He also served as a special Superior Court Judge
and was mayor for 3 terms. His son William Carter Jr. also
served as a city mayor.
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Mount Airy Friends
church
The Mount Airy Friends
Church is one of the late 19th and early
20th century churches built in Mount
Airy built of the then newly available
local granite.
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Wally’s Service
Station
Built
around
1930,
Wally’s operated as a Gulf station
for several years and also as an Esso
station. It was restored and registered
as an historic site. It has a shop inside
with unique Mayberry gifts and souvenirs, and is home to the
popular Squad Car Tours.
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Dr. Edward C.
Ashby House
Edward C. Ashby received
his medical degree from the University
of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in
1914 and spent a majority of his life as
a surgeon at Martin Memorial Hospital.
In addition to playing a leadership role in various professional
and community organizations, Ashby served four terms as a
city commissioner and two terms as mayor. Dr. Ashby built
this home around 1930.
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Martin Memorial Hospital
Built in 1914, this large two-story granite structure
was used as Mount Airy’s hospital for several
decades. In 1953, the building suffered a severe fire and has
since been converted to apartments.

* Please note that some of these properties are
private homes and trespassing is prohibited.

Mount Airy Planning Department
300 South Main St.
Mount Airy, NC 27030
www.mountairy.org
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