
 This appendix describes the public 
input process used during the planning of the Comprehensive 
Recreational Master Plan for the Parks and Open Spaces along 
the Ararat River.  A Public Comment Form and Public Meetings 
were the two methods of public generated opinion.  

A.1  Public Comment Form
To aid in the effort to generate the publicõs opinions and com-
ments regarding the improvements or development of recre-
ational opportunities along the Ararat River, the consultant team 
created a written response Public Comment Form.  The Public 
Comment Form was distributed at the Public Meeting held on 
September 20th, 2006.  33 Comment Forms were collected by 
the City of Mt. Airy and returned to the consultant team for tabu-
lation.  The following graphs represent the results of the Public 
Comment Form.  (For each question insert appropriate graph)

1.  How often do you use public recreational facilities? (such 
as the Reeves Rec. Center, Riverside Park, and Lovillõs Creek 
Greenway?)

The majority of respondents use Riverside Park on a weekly or 
a monthly basis.

A portion of the Public Comment Form for Mt.  Airy.  
The Public Comment Form was distributed as a 
portion of a brochure, which included a discussion 
on the Beneþts of Greenways and provided contact 
information. 
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1.)  How often do you use public recreational fa-
cilities? (such as the Reeves Rec Center, Riverside 
Park, and Lovellõs Creek Greenway)
___ Daily
___ A few times per week
___ A few times per month
___ Never

2.)  How often do you utilize Riverside Park for the 
following activities? (write frequency for all that 
apply, daily/weekly/monthly)
Playground ______________________
Walk dog _______________________
Organized Sport __________________
Picnic___________________________
Exercise_________________________
Other ___________________________
________________________________
Do not currently use Riverside Park___

Mount Airy Public Comment Form
September 26th Public Workshop

 5.)  What facilities should be incorporated into 
the redesign of the soccer þ elds below Tharrington 
Elementary School? (Check all that apply)
____Concessions Area
____Picnic Facilities
____Parking
____Restrooms
____Other:_______________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

 6.)  What improvements should be made to the 
Ararat River to increase recreational opportunities? 
____Portage areas (for Canoe and Kayak access)
____Overlooks
____Fishing Piers
____Other:_______________________________
________________________________________

3.)  What additional recreational facilities and ammenities 
should be incorporated into Riverside Park? 
(Check all that apply)
____Lighting
____Nature Trail
____Bocci Ball Court
____Horseshoe Pit
____Other:_____________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

 4.)  What facilities should be incorporated into the design 
of Rowe Environmental Center? (Check all that apply)
____Interpretive Trails
____Picnic Facilities
____Environmental Center
____Other______________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________



2.  How often do you utilize Riverside Park for the following 
activities?

Other uses listed:

-Ride by as often as possible to check usage for PARC (?) 
mayberrymom@hotmail.com
-Walk
-Disc Golf

The majority of respondents use Riverside Park on a weekly or 
monthly basis for the playground, followed by a monthly basis 
for the picnic facilities.  Eight people who responded to the sur-
vey do not currently use Riverside Park.  

3.  What additional recreational facilities and amenities should 
be incorporated into Riverside Park?

Other facilities and amenities listed:

-Campsites   -Skate Park
-Certiþed Natural Habitat -Dog Park
-Tennis Court
-òClean it up!  Tennis courts are sad and set the tone for the 
park.ó

A majority of respondents would like to add lighting and nature 
trails to Riverside Park.  
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4.  What facilities should be incorporated into the design of 
Rowe Environmental Center?

Other facilities listed:

-Trails  -Frisbee Golf Course  -Restrooms

Interpretive Trails, Picnic facilities, and Environmental Center 
all ranked highly for incorporation into the new Rowe Environ-
mental Center.  

5.  What facilities should be incorporated into the redesign of the 
soccer þelds below Tharrington Elementary School?

Other facilities listed:

-Walking path - Skateboard park
-Concessions ð healthy only

Parking and Restrooms ranked highly as amenities for Thar-
rington Parkõs improvements.
 
6.  What improvements should be made to the Ararat River to 
increase recreational opportunities?

Other improvements listed:

-Walking trail  -Hiking trails (not paved)
-Habitats for ducks, geese, blue heron, and beavers
-Fitness trail

Improvements to increase recreational opportunities along the 
Ararat River, Portage Areas, Overlooks, and Fishing Piers all 
ranked highly by respondents.  

Consultants presented the draft master plan at two 
public workshops in September 2006.
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7.  Which of the following do you utilize the Lovillõs Greenway 
for?

Other uses listed:

-Cycling

Walking or running was the number one response by Public 
Comment Form respondents.  

8. Are you in favor of a greenway along the Ararat River?

97% of respondents are in favor of the Greenway.

If No, Why?

-òBecause I think the maintenance on the one we will have
will eventually be too much for our city to maintain.ó

9.  What types of amenities should be included in the design of 
the Ararat River Greenway?

Other amenities listed:

-Nature trails  -Restrooms (2)
-Plant identiþcation -Water fountains
-Bike trail  -Emergency call phones

Respondents listed benches and paved trails as the most request-
ed amenity included in the design of the Ararat Greenway.
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10.  Do you have any general comments?

-Restrooms need to be at all public facilities.
-Protect animal habitats.
-Our community needs a skateboard park.  There are approxi-
mately 18
acres adjacent to the Rowe Land that is for sale.
-This land should be purchased by the City to be kept as a 
greenway.  
-We need a skateboard park.
-All parks need restrooms.
-We need all the recreational facilities and walking trails we can 
get.
-The Greenway is beautiful ð Thank you!
-I think we should add to what we have like more lighting for 
night time walks, more patrols by ofþcers throughout the day & 
night, and more seats along the trail at more intervals.

11.  What is your occupation?

Most of the respondents worked full-time.  

12.  What is your age?   

Most of the respondents were between the ages of 26 and 35.  
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Residents of Mount Airy write their comments on 
greenway and park master plan maps provided by the 
consultants at two public workshops in September 
2006.



Please provide a street address so we can better understand who 
was represented at todayõs meeting.

-Carol Burke, 308 Wrenn Ave., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-507 S. Main Street, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-266 Ridgecrest Street, Dobson, NC 27017
-133 Stanley Road, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-456 Beulah Church Road, Lowgap, NC 27024
-202 Wrenn Ave., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-127 Coolidge Ave., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-108 Georgia Ave., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-1689 Woodbury Lane, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-135 Laurel Creek Drive, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-1540 Wensley Dr., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-149 Springview Lane, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-220 Fairview Avenue, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-523 Worth Street, #9, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-280 Stonecroft Rd., Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-336 Folly Farm Circle
-1425 Henn Street
-735 Greenhill Roads
-135 Old Brentle Street
-114 Fairbanks Court (2)
-307 Water Trail
-234 Sherwood Drive
-1736 Pittman Street
-330-B Cross Creek Road
-1692 Woodbury Lane
-Old Toast Road, Mt. Airy, NC 27030
-Ararat Road, Ararat, NC
-S. Main Street
-Westþeld Road
-Fairway Lane

A.2  Public Meetings and Map Comments

To generate support and answer any questions regarding the  
Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan, a set of public meet-
ings were held on Sept. 26th, 2006.  A morning and evening 
meeting, at 10 am and 6 pm, provided ÿexibility for the commu-
nity to express comments and concerns.  The meetings were held 
at Reeves Community Center and the consultant team gave 
brief presentations on the parks and greenway.  In total, 32 peo-
ple signed in at the public meetings.  

Four maps were displayed during the Public Meetings to show 

Concerned citizens of Mount Airy wrote their 
comments on printed maps.



the plans for Riverside Park, Rowe Environmental Park, Thar-
rington Park, and the Ararat Greenway Corridor.  Attendees were 
encouraged to write comments or suggestions on the maps to aid 
the consultant team in recommending a þnal Master Plan for the 
recreational spaces located along the Ararat River.  The follow-
ing comments have been summarized from the four maps.  

Ararat River Greenway

-Start of greenway should be located in Riverside Park
-Skate park within Riverside Park (2 people commented) 
-Non-paved trails
-Park benches located along greenway
-Lawrence Property adjacent to Rowe Environmental Park needs 
to be purchased (4 people commented)
-Property adjacent to the Southeast of Rowe Environmental 
Center to be purchased (2 ð 4 people commented)
-Property a little further down greenway from Rowe Environ-
mental Park to be purchased (great location for park)
-Would like to see a butterÿy park at Rowe Environmental Park
-Wildlife Certiþcation
-Restrooms at Rowe Environmental Park
-Outdoor classrooms at Rowe Environmental Park
-Plant and habitat identiþcation at Rowe Environmental Park
-Environmental Educational Center for students at Rowe Envi-
ronmental Park
-Shelters at Tharrington Park
-Park benches at Tharrington Park
-Restrooms at Tharrington Park

Riverside Park

-Handicap Accessible Loading
-Skate park is a great idea, but in different location (2 people 
commented) 
-Alternate location of skate park ð next to greenway to allow ac-
cess to greenway from the park
-Separate Build-A-Dream playground and skate park because of 
the age difference
-Vending machines for bottled water
-Horseshoes
-Frisbee golf
-Trails to be made up of natural materials

Rowe Environmental Center

All park trails should be of natural materials (2 people com-
mented)

Mount Airy residents talk with consultants about 
the recommendations of the draft Comprehensive 
Recreational Master Plan.

Citizens of Mount Airy listen attentively to Mount 
Airy Parks and Recreation director, Catrina 
Alexander, as she discusses elements of the master 
plan.




