City of Mount Airy
Regular Board Meeting
May 2, 2019
2:00 pm

Council Chamber
Municipal Building
300 South Main Street
Mount Airy, N.C.

AGENDA
Welcome and Call to Order

………………………………………………….....…..…………..Mayor David L. Rowe

Invocation

……………………………………………...........................Commissioner Armbrister

Pledge of Allegiance

……………………………………...……….…………………………….…......Everyone
Items for Discussion and Possible Action

1.)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

2.)

CONSENT AGENDA: The consent agenda is comprised of matters of routine business that do not require
discussion by the Board. Items included on this agenda are indicated with an asterisk (*) and will all be
considered with one motion by the Board. Should a Board member wish to remove an item from the consent
agenda, that item will be considered in its listed place on the agenda.
a)
b)
c)
d)

** Approval of Minutes:
April 18, 2019 Regular Meeting
**Board to Consider Resolution Authorizing Tax Releases: Resolution No. 2019-073
**Board to Consider Resolution Making Relocation/Retirement Committee Appointment: Resolution
2019-074
**Board to Consider Resolution of Intent/Set Public Hearing Regarding Request to Close an Unopened
Portion of Marshall Street: Resolution No. 2019-075

3.)

CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS:

4.)

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:

5.)

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

6.)

PUBLIC FORUM:

7.)

OLD BUSINESS:

8.)

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

9.)

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Tourism Report: Jessica Roberts, Director of Marketing & Tourism
b) Adopt-A-Street Project: Allen Burton, Mount Airy Appearance
Commission Member

a)

Board to Consider:
i.
Resolution Accepting National Recreation and Parks Association Grant: Resolution No. 2019076
ii.
Project Ordinance for National Recreation and Parks Association Grant Project: Ordinance
No. 2019-037

b)

Board to Continue Discussion of City Owned Property Located at the 400 Block of Franklin Street:
Commissioner Brinkley

c)

Board to Discuss Demolition Estimates for Portions of Spencer’s Mill Property: Charlie Vaughn

10.)

OTHER BUSINESS:

11.)

REMARKS BY OFFICIALS:
a. Mayor
b. City Council

12.)

ADJOURNMENT

MOUNT AIRY, NORTH CAROLINA
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 18, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor David L. Rowe, Commissioners Jim Armbrister, Shirley Brinkley, Dean Brown, Jon
Cawley, and Steve Yokeley
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
On motion by Commissioner Brinkley, seconded by Commissioner Armbrister and passed
unanimously, the agenda was approved.
CONSENT AGENDA:
On motion by Commissioner Brinkley, seconded by Commissioner Ai·mhrister and passed
unanimously, the following items were approved by way of consent agenda:
•

APPROVAL OF MARCH 1, 2019 BOARD WORK SESSION MINUTES AND APRIL 4,
2019 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

•

RESOLUTION
2019-069-MAKING
APPOINTMENT:

RELOCATION/RETIREMENT

COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-069
RESOLUTION MAKING RELOCATION/RETIREMENT COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
and

WHEREAS, Allen Burton has resigned from the Relocation/Retirement Committee;

WHEREAS, it is recommended that Roger Cramer be appointed to fill Allen Burton's
remaining term:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

Roger Cramer is hereby appointed to the Relocation/Retirement Committee to
fill the remaining term of Alan Burton, which shall expire August 30, 2019.

Section 2.

This resolution shall become effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.
(end of consent agenda)
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:
a) Recognition of Taylor Inman-Eagle Scout Designation:
Michella Huff mentioned that Taylor Inman organized, constructed and installed two kiosks
along the Granite City Greenway for his Eagle Scout Project. The kiosks will be utilized for
advertising and promoting Mount Airy Parks & Recreation and other community events.
Mayor Rowe thanked and congratulated Taylor for his work and presented him with a
certificate of recognition for his efforts.
b) Citizen Police Academy Graduation:
Chief Dale Watson gave an overview of the Citizens Police Academy. This 1s their 19th
sess10n.
Chief Dale Watson, Captain Alan Freeman, Captain Barry VanHoy, and CPO Stacy Inman
presented the following participants with a certificate of completion for the Citizen Police
Academy:
Margaret (Maggie) J. Beal
Suzanne L. Curlee
William (Robbie) Curlee
Donald I. Eash
Donna M. Eash
Janice F. Hill
Robert C. Keck
Lany F. Kessler
Richard A. Loftis
Aubrey L. Mabe
John R. Nebelski
Gray Parker
William B. Pendleton
Margaret E. Redman
Anglea Wagner
James (Scott) Wilson
Joey D. Wilson
PUBLIC HEARING:
Board to Hear Public Comment Regarding Request to Rezone Property Located at the 400
Block of Franklin Street:
Mayor Rowe: This item is a public hearing to hear comments regarding a request to rezone
property located at the 400 block of Franklin Street. I want to recognize Andy Goodall.
Andy Goodall: Thank you Mayor. This is the city-owned parcel you requested at a meeting
last month to set a public hearing to rezone the property from M-1, which is our industrial
classification, to B-2, our general business classification. This will match up, zoning-wise,
with the Spencer's property and the other properties that are along the edge of the MSD. It
is consistent with the downtown category in the City's Comprehensive Plan and is consistent
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with the non-residential zoning districts that are in that area. B-2 and M-1 work
together ...M-1 is our most intense zoning classification, it allows the most uses and B-2 falls
right behind that. The main difference is your heavy industrial uses will not be allowed in B2 and you would add the ability to have mixed-use residential uses in B-2. The property has
had a sign on it for the last two weeks, notifications were mailed out to the surrounding
property owners, and the public hearing was advertised in the Mount Airy News two
Friday's previous to tonight's meeting. Do you have any questions? Thank you.
Mayor Rowe: Thank you Andy. I will now open the public hearing for comments. Please
come to the podium, state your name, address and whether or not you reside in city limits.
Mayor Rowe declared the public hearing open.
Mayor Rowe: Anyone wish to address the board? All right, seeing no speakers, I will declare
the public hearing closed.
Mayor Rowe declared the public hearing closed.

PUBLIC FORUM:
Mayor Rowe: The next item on the agenda is a public forum. This is an opportunity for
anyone in the audience to address the board. Please come up to the podium, state your name,
address, and whether or not you reside in the city limits. You will be given three minutes to
make your comments and the City Clerk will ring the bell to signal when your three minutes
are up. I ask that you state your thoughts, facts, and opinions in a respectful manner. This
shall not include name calling or defamation of anyone's character. After the public forum is
closed, all items on the agenda will be for board discussion only-the audience will not be
recognized for comments. I now declare the public forum open.
Mayor Rowe declared the public formn open.
Todd Tucker, SCEDP President (city resident): Good evening Mr. Mayor and Commissioners.
My name is Todd Tucker, I am the President of the Surry County Economic Development
Partnership and I do live in the city limits of Mount Airy. I wanted to come and talk about
our support for an agenda item that is later on the agenda about the Factory Street water
and sewer project. As you know, water and sewer infrastructure is very important to the
economic vitality of any town, city, county, state, etc. Without water and sewer, you can't
have a good economic growth. Without working water and sewer, you can't have good
economic growth. I think it is very important, especially from the business standpoint, that
we invest in utilities, one that we have already invested money in, and to keep those working
and we keep them working in good order for companies that are already there and the jobs
that already reside there. It is very important that we maintain those things. That is the
basis of what some of the businesses look for when they come to a city is services provided
and water and sewer is part of that. The Economic Development Partnership is strong in
support of proceeding with the project for Factory Street. We obviously understand that
there is some cost issues with that and you have to make some decisions relating to that but I
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don't think it is going to get any cheaper ...you know it is probably going to get more
expensive. It is one of those things that unfortunately, once you start it you have to invest in
it and make some wise investments and do it. In that area where we are talking about, there
is a lot of blue collar/factory jobs but there is also a lot of professional jobs-a good mix of all
of those job types and they have been here for quite a while. From our standpoint, I would
hope that you consider to move forward with that process and go along with the project and
fix/repair/update all of the things that need to be done in that area. Thank you.
Mayor Rowe: Anyone else wish to speak? All right, seeing no one else, I declare the public
forum closed.
Mayor Rowe declared the public forum closed.

OLD BUSINESS:
Renfro Sh·eet Sidewalk Feasibility Update:

Mitch Williams gave the board an update on the Renfro Street sidewalk (From Elm Street to
Independence BoulevaTd). The total length of sidewalk would be about 920 feet with about
700 feet being in an aTea wheTe the road shouldeT is veTy nanow leaving insufficient room fOT
a standaTd sidewalk. Multiple options to provide Toom for a walkway in this section weTe
consideTed in 2005, including adding fill to incTease the width of the CToss-section,
constructing a boaTdwalk-type bTidge stTucture made of wood, and two diffeTent types of
Tetaining walls. A concTete Tetaining wall design was ultimately selected and put out fOT bids
but was Tejected due to excessive expense. ConstTuction cost data indicates that this wOTk
would now approach around $500,000. By compaTison, a standaTd five-foot sidewalk of this
length would cost around $40,000 to $50,000.
Jeff Boyles spoke with NCDOT asking if they weTe inteTested in TestTiping the Toad to
eliminate the tum lane, which would shift the noTthbound lane oveT to allow Toom foT a
sidewalk; howeveT, they stated they want to keep the turn lanes foT both NOTth Main StTeet
and into the shopping centeT.
NCDOT officials infOTmed Jeff that if the city wanted theiT paTticipation in the construction
of the sidewalk, the pToject should be included in the State TrnnspoTtation Improvement
PTogrnm (STIP). The project would need to be recommended by the NoTthwest Piedmont
Regional Planning OTganization through the rngulaT process.
CommissioneT ATmbTisteT thanked staff foT providing this detail about the sidewalk. He
stated this aTea is not safe for pedestrians. He would like to Te-apprnach the sidewalk with
the PTRC and NCDOT to get it in the STIP.
CommissioneT BTinkley agTeed that this is a safety issue and feels something needs to be
done.
CommissioneT Yokeley stated that if the boaTd wants this included in the plan, they need to
send a Tesolution from this BoaTd to the RPO and Tequest that it be placed in the STIP. Once
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the city does this, it will take a long time because there are a lot of priorities. In the
meantime, the city could be looking for possible grants. There are other ways to fund it.

Commissioner Armbrister made a motion to send a resolution to the Rural Planning
Organization requesting the Renfro Street Sidewalk project to he placed in the STIP.
Commissioner Brinkley seconded it and it was approved unanimously.
RESOLUTION 2019-070-AWARDING FACTORY STREET WATER PROJECT:
On motion by Commissioner Yokeley, seconded by Commissioner Brinkley and passed
unanimously, the following resolution was approved:
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-070
RESOLUTION AWARDING FACTORY STREET WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT CONTRACT
WHEREAS, the City advertised for bids for the Factory Street Water System
hnprovements Project in March, 2019, however, less than three bids were received; therefore,
the project was re-advertised; and
WHEREAS, the project was re-bid on April 9, 2019 with two bids being received as
follows:
Base Bid:
Contractor:
$1,372,344
Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. (Jefferson, NC)
Deemed Nonresponsive
DLB, Inc. (Hillsville, VA)
WHEREAS, the hid received by DLB, Inc. was deemed nonresponsive due to the use
of an incorrect bid form and was rejected; and
WHEREAS, Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. 's bid also included tl1Tee Deductive
Bid Items: One for changing a proposed water line location; Two for eliminating sewer line
replacements. In tabulation of the bid, no errors were found; and
WHEREAS, it is recommended to award the contract for the Factory Street Water
System Improvements Project to Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. for the base bid of
$1,372,344 minus Deductive Bid Item 1 ($42,000), resulting in a contract amount of
$1,330,344. It is also recommended that a contingency amount of approximately 10% of the
contract price be added for a total amount of $1,463,000:
f

Nf W, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

The Board of Commissioners does hereby award the Factory Street Water
System Improvements Project Contract to Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc.
for the bid of $1,330,344 (Base bid $1,372,344 minus deductive bid item #1
$42,000) ·with a 10% contingency fee for a total project cost of $1,463,000.
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Section 2.

The Board of Commissioners does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute said
contract per review and approval by the City Attorney.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon appTOval.

AppToved and adopted this the 18 th day of April, 2019.

ORDINANCE 2019-034-PROJECT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT #1 FOR FACTORY STREET
WATER SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROJECT:
On motion by Commissioner B1·inkley, seconded by Commissioner Armbrister and passed
unanimously, the following ordinance was approved:

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-034
PROJECT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT #1
FOR
FACTORY STREET WATER SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROJECT
WHEREAS, the City of Mount AiTy adopted a prnject ordinance for the FactOTy
Street Water Systems Improvement Grant Project on October 5, 2017; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the project ordinance to reflect additional water
line improvement expenditures:
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy, North
Carolina, that, pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North
Carolina, the project ordinance is hereby amended as follows:
Section 3
The following amounts are appropriated for the project:
Water and Sewer Expenditures

$

240,756

Section 4
The following revenues are anticipated to be available to complete this project:
Transfer from Water and Sewer Fund

$
$

240,756
240.756

Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.

ORDINANCE 2019-035-BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT FOR FACTORY STREET
WATER & SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS:
On motion by Commissioner Brinkley, seconded by Commissioner Yokeley and passed
unanimously, the following ordinance was approved:
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-035
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
and

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy adopted the 2018-19 budget on June 18, 2018;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the budget ordinance in order to provide
additional funds for the Factory Street water and sewer system improvements; and
WHEREAS,· General Statute 159-15 of the North Carolina Government Fiscal
Control Act provides authority to amend a current municipal budget:
NOW, THEREFORE, be it·ordained that authorization is hereby given to make the
following adjustments:

Section 1. Water & Sewer Fund Appropriations
Public Worlcs
Transfer to Water & Sewer Capital Projects Fund

Section 2. Water & Sewer Fund Revenue Estimates
Appropriation of Fund Balance

Increase
(Decrease)
90,744
240,756
331 500

331,500
331 500

Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.

ORDINANCE 2019-036-REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE 400 BLOCK OF
FRANKLIN STREET:
On motion by Commissioner Brinkley, seconded by Commissioner Armbrister and passed
unanimously, the following statement of consistency was approved:
"The request is consistent with the future land use (downtown) and growth management
recommendations in the City of Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan. The request is reasonable in
that it is compatible with the previously mentioned 1·ecommendations found in the City of
Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan and the adjacent non-residential zoning districts and their
permitted uses."

On motion by Commissioner Brown, seconded by Commissioner Armh1·ister and passed
unanimously, the following ordinance was approved:
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-036
ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE 400 BLOCK OF FRANKLIN
STREET
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WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy Board of Commissioners desires to rezone a city
owned parcel (3.22 acres) located at the 400 block of Franklin Street, Tax ID 5020-15-546661, from M-1 (Industrial) to B-2 (General Business); and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy directed that a
public hearing be conducted on the 18th day of April, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, having conducted the public hearing,
concur that the property herein described be rezoned and adopt the following Statement of
Consistency:

STATEMENT OF CONSISTENCY
"The request is consistent with the future land use (downtown) and growth management
recommendations in the City of Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan. The request is reasonable
in that it is compatible with the previously mentioned recommendations found in the City of
Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan and the adjacent non-residential zoning districts and their
permitted uses."
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Mount Airy Board of
Commissioners that this city owned 3.22-acre parcel shown on the attached Exhibit A
identified as 400 block of Franklin Street, Tax ID Number 5020-15-54-6661, be rezoned from
M-1 (Industrial) to B-2 (General Business):
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Zoning Map of the City of Mount Airy be
amended to reflect this change.
Approved and adopted this the 18 th day of April, 2019.

RESOLUTION 2019-071-AUTHORIZING LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR P5.0 NON-HIGHWAY
DRAFT PROGRAMMED PROJECTS:
On motion by Commissioner Yokeley, seconded by Commissioner Brinkley and passed
unanimously, the following resolution was approved:

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-071
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR P5.0 NON-HIGHWAY DRAFT
PROGRAM PROJECTS
WHEREAS, the Northwest Piedmont RPO submitted projects within Mount Airy
for scoring and ranking in NCDOT's strategic prioritization process. These projects were
submitted and scored in P5.0 Non-Highway Draft Programmed Projects; and
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy understands that a local match is required for
STI-funded Aviation, Bicycle/Pedestrian, and Public Transportation projects with a
minimum of 20% for Bicycle/Pedestrian and 10% for Aviation and Public Transportation;
and
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WHEREAS, the following PS.0 Non-Highway project for Mount Airy has been
programmed in the Draft 2020-2029 STIP with the associated local match:
Project Name:
Hospital Sidewalk Network-S. South Street
$156,847.00
City of Mount Airy 20% Match:
WHEREAS, said letter of support is a commitment of support and awareness that is
needed by the NCDOT TIP unit in order to program the projects; and
WHEREAS, the letter of support is necessary not only for the required local matches,
but also for any other funds/contributions toward non-highway projects:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

The Board of Commissioners does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute said
letter of support to be mailed to the NCDOT STIP Unit Manager.

Section 2.

This resolution shall be effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.

RESOLUTION 2019-072-AUTHORIZING PAYMENT FOR SPENCER'S PROJECT PHASE I
INFRASTRUCTURE BORROWING PROCESS:
On motion by Commissioner Yokeley, seconded by Commissioner Brinkley and passed
unanimously, the following resolution was approved:

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-072
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT FOR
INFRASTRUCTURE BORROWING PROCESS

SPENCER'S PROJECT PHASE I

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy Board of Commissioners instructed staff to begin
the process of borrowing funds to pay for the Spencer's Project Phase I Infrastructul'e
Project; and
WHEREAS, staff, along with others, began the work necessary to move forward with
borrowing for said project; and
·WHEREAS, at the March 21, 2019 Board Meeting, the Board of Commissioners
voted to use monies in the City of Mount Airy's fund balance to pay for the Phase I
infrastructure instead of borro,ving; and
WHEREAS, staff has received invoices for services rendered from Pope Flynn Group;
Parker Poe, Adams & Bernstein, LLP; and DEC Associates for work completed for said
borro,ving process; and
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WHEREAS, funding for said process is available for payment in this Fiscal Year's
budget:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COJVIMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

The Boanl of Commissioners does hereby authorize payment for services
rendered for the Spencer's Phase I Infrastructure Borrowing Process.
Invoices received are as follows:
Pope Flynn Group
$ 2,120.00
$ 6,637.50
Parker, Poe, A.clams & Bernstein, LLP
DEC Associates. Inc.
$17,850.00
$26,607.50
Total:

Section 2.

This resolution shall become effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.
OTHER BUSINESS:
a) Granite City Greenway Bridge Memorial Dedication-Michael Gray York:
Commissioner Brinkley asked about the status of the Michael Gray York memorial
dedication they were going to do on the Granite City Greenway Bridge. She feels that needs
to be done because Mr. York was a special person who rode his bike everywhere. Mr. York
was struck by a vehicle while riding his bike in 1991. This was brought up a few years ago
but nothing had ever been done. She would like for the city to make a commitment to have
this bridge memorialized in Mr. York's name and possibly include a plaque on the bridge.
Commissioner Brinkley made a motion to move forward with a memorial dedication in Michael
Gray York's name with a plaque to he placed on the Grnnite City Greenway Bridge.
Commissioner Armhriste1· seconded it and it was approved unanimously.
h) Safety Issue-Carlos Jones Blue Ridge Park Gazebo:
Commissioner Brinkley mentioned a safety issue in the Carlos Jones Blue Ridge Park's
Gazebo-individuals are climbing into the turret and they could easily fall through the glass
panes located on the turret. She would like safety railing or something to be installed to
prevent individuals from climbing into the turret.
Commissioner Brinkley made a motion to place a safety harrier at the entrance of the turret to
prevent individuals from being able to climb inside the turret. Commissionei· Yokeley seconded
it and it was approved by a four to one vote:
Vote Aye: Commissioners Brinkley, Yokeley, Brown, and A1·mhrister
Vote Nay: Commissioner Cawley
REMARKS BY OFFICIALS:
Shirley Brinkley: Congratulated the CPA graduates.
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Congratulated Taylor Inman for his Eagle Scout project. He is a great example.
Feels this was a good meeting.
Thanked the Board for their support.
Jim Armbrister: Congratulated Taylor Inman. He is a good role model.
Congratulated the CPA graduates-this is a great beneficial program.
Appreciated Todd Tucker's comments.
Heartfelt sympathy goes out to the Hanesbrands employees and their families.
Steve Yokeley: Congratulated Taylor Inman for his Eagle Scout project.
Congratulated the CPA graduates.
All city departments are wonderful-very fortunate to have them.
Nice to hear positivity during the public forum.
Dean Brown: Congratulated Taylor Inman for his Eagle Scout project.
Congratulations to the CPA graduates.
Jon Cawley: Congratulated Taylor Inman for his Eagle Scout project.
Congratulated the CPA graduates. Great program.
Heartbroken over the Hanesbrands closing. Thinks it is related to the tax mcrease and
water/sewer increase.
Barham Jones: Congratulated Taylor Inman for his Eagle Scout project.
Noted that the monthly financials were distributed to the Mayor and Board.
Hugh Campbell: No comments.
Mayor Rowe: Spoke with a gentleman who moved to Mount Airy who mentioned all the good
things that were happening. He said the city wastes too much on the negative and not
enough discussion on the positive. There are so many good and positive things happening.
Everyone should focus on the positive things and not on the negative things.
RECESS:
On motion by Commissioner Brinkley, seconded by Commissioner Armbrister and passed
unanimously, the meeting was recessed to April 29, 2019 2:00 pm for FY 2019/2020 Budget
Discussion Meeting.
App1·oved and adopted this the 2nd day of May, 2019.

David L. Rowe, Mayor
ATTEST:

Melissa N. Brame, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NUMBER# 2019-073
A RESOLUTION
Approval of Tax Releases
WHEREAS, a list of taxes to be released has been submitted by the Revenue Collections
Assistant II in her capacity of Tax Collector for the City of Mount Airy Finance
Department; and
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 105-373 provides for settlement of such
taxes; and
WHEREAS North Carolina General Statute 105-381 provides for release or refund of
taxes; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY BOARD
OF COMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

Said taxes be released or refunded in accordance with said statutes for the
reasons stated on the attached list.

Section 2.

This Resolution shall become effective upon approval by the Board of
Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy.

Adopted this 2nd day of May, 2019.

David L. Rowe, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa N. Brame, City Clerk

Date:
To:

From:
Re.:

� --A.pr-19
-'rd of Commissioner of City of Mount Airy
Sherri Coalson, Revenue Collections Asst. II
Release and Refund of City Property Taxes

Account
Taxpayer
2018 - General Fund
34606 Simmons, James Michael III

Total

2017- General Fund
34606 Simmons, James Michael III

Total

2016- General Fund
34606 Simmons, James Michael III

Total

Grand Total

Value

Real

TAX AMOUNT
Advertising Personal Late Listing

Total

Reason

13,275
13,275

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

79.65
79.65

6.37
6.37

86.02
86.02

Wrong Jurisdiction

14,750
14,750

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

70.80
70.80

7.08
7.08

77.88
77.88

Wrong Jurisdiction

14,750
14,750

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

70.80
70.80

0.00
0.00

70.80
70.80

Wrong Jurisdiction

42,775

0.00

0.00

221.25

13.45

234.70

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-074
RESOLUTION MAKING RELOCATION/RETIREMENT COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
WHEREAS, Burke Robertson has resigned from the Relocation/Retirement
Committee; and
WHEREAS, it is recommended that Jerry Coram be appointed to fill Burke
Robertson's remaining term:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

Jerry Coram is hereby appointed to the Relocation/Retirement Committee to
fill the remaining term of Burke Robertson, which shall expire August 30,
2019.

Section 2.

This resolution shall become effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 2nd day of May, 2019.

David L. Rowe, Mayor
ATTEST:

Melissa N. Brame, City Clerk

JERRY CORAM BIO
Jerry Coram is 57 years young, is a married to Kristie Coram, and has three children and
three stepchildren. He is president and owner of JG Coram Construction and Kazoku Sushi
and Bar in Mount Airy. Jerry is passionate about Mount Airy and its continued growth.

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-075
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CLOSE
AN UNOPENED STREET PORTION OF MARSHALL STREET
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy Planning and Development Department has
received an application from Fuente de Vida Baptist Church (c/o Edwin M. Woltz, Attorney
at Law, PLLC), owner of property containing an unopened section of Marshall Street,
requesting that the City of Mount Airy close the area; and
WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Statute (N.C.G.S) that governs the closing
of streets and alleyways within the corporate limits of municipalities requires that a
Resolution of Intent to close a street or alleyway be adopted; that all owner(s) of property
adjoining street or alleyway to be closed be notified by certified mail; that a notice of public
hearing be posted prominently at two (2) places along the street or alleyway to be closed;
that the Resolution of Intent to close a street or alleyway be published once each week for
four (4) successive weeks; that persons wanting to be heard should be allowed to say whether
the closing would be detrimental to the public interest or to the property rights of any
individual; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy declares its intent
to close this unopened portion of street:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND THE BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY:
Section 1.

That a public hearing be scheduled and held on the 20th day of June, 2019, at
the City of Mount Airy Municipal Building, at 7:00 pm, in the matter of
closing said unopened portion of Marshall Street. At said time, citizens and
residents of the City of Mount Airy shall have the right to be heard on the
issue as to whether the closing would be detrimental to the public interest or to
the property rights of any individual.

Section 2.

That the City Clerk is hereby directed to give public notice as required by law.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 2nd day of May, 2019.

David L. Rowe, Mayor
ATTEST:

Melissa N. Brame, City Clerk

City of Mount Airy
May 2, 2019 Board of Commissioners Meeting
Staff Report
April 22, 2019
To:

Mayor Rowe & Board of Commissioners

From:

Ben Barcroft - City Planner

Subject:

2019-SC-01 (Un-opened portion of Marshall Street)
-

'

A. ACTION REQUESTED
BY THE BOARD
OE COMMISSIONERS
�
- �,
- �

-

Motion to accept the Resolution of Intent to close an un-opened portion of Marshall Street and
to set a public hearing for 2019-SC-01 for June 20, 2019.
B. REQUIRED VOTES TO-PASS REQUESTED ACT[ON
"

-

A majority vote is required to pass the requested action.
C._ BACKGROUND
:c.

,, ~

-

-_

_

-

_

'

-

�

Applicant(s):

Edwin M. Woltz, Attorney at Law, PLLC
119 Rawley Avenue
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Subject Parcels:

5020-19-52-8431 & 5020-19-52-8431

Physical Address:

402 Durham Street

Street(s) to be closed:

Un-opened portion of Marshall Street

D. STAFE COMMENTS

The Engineering Department approves of the closure of this un-opened section of Marshall
Street, as there are no plans to construct a new street, provided that the City retains a 20' (10'
each side) easement for the waterline that runs through the current R/W. This may be done as
a condition of approval of the street closure.
E. ATTACHMENTS

1. Resolution of Intent
2. Street Closing Application / Preliminary Plat
3. Aerial Overview
2019-SC-01

■

CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
300 S. Main Street· Mount Airy, NC 27030
336.786.3520· 336.719.7506
Street Closing Application

I Case #

Street Closing Information

2019-SC-01

I Receipt# 19-5151 I

21,2019
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Name of alley/ road/ street to be closed Unope ned portion of Ma rsha ll Street
1 71
3, 772 .4
Length to be closed (linear feet)
Area to be closed (square feet)
Date of Application __M a r c h

Plat or deed book reference dedicating the public right-of-way

Plat Book 3, Page 48

Existing surface of alley/ road/ street:
Paved Surface__ Gravel Surface__ Dirt__ Unopened (unconstructed paper street) _{_
To the best of the petitioners' knowledge:
(Check where applicable)
_{_That portion of above street sought to be closed has not been accepted by the North
Carolina Department of Transportation for maintenance or by the City ofMount Airy for
maintenance.
__That portion of above street sought to be closed has been accepted by the City ofMount
Airy for maintenance and by the North Carolina Department of Transportation for
maintenance.
__That portion of above street sought to be closed has been accepted by the City ofMount
Airy for maintenance but not by the North Carolina Department of Transportation for
maintenance.
Petitioner(s) Information

Petitioner(s): Provide name, address, telephone number, and signature. Attach additional sheets if
necessary.
l) Fuente de Vida Baptist Church c/o Edwin M. Woltz, Attorney at Law, PLLC
2)

1 1 9 Rawley Avenue, Mount Airy, NC 270 30 (336) 786-5556

3)

Ema il: rives@woltzlaw.us

4)
Meeting Dates

, 2....,,0u.J_.,_9_____________
Board of Commissioners Meeting Date: �..,_.Ju....,n""e....2.,._0,....
Board of Commissioners Decision:

--------------------

Application Fee: $400
Page 1 of 1
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To:

Barbara Jones, City Manager

From:

Darren Lewis, Director

Date:

4/23/2019

Re:

[-Jational Recreation and Park Association Grant

Mount Airy Parks and Recreation is excited to partner with the National Recreation and Parks
Association on another grant opportunity in the amount of $110,000 over three years. The focus of this
grant will be to develop a mentorship program for children age's six to twelve that are in underserved
communities or for families that have been affected by the opioid crisis. Mount Airy is one of five
communities selected for this unique opportunity in the Central Appalachia. The Appalachia Regional
Commission defines Central Appalachia as Southeast Ohio, West Virginia, Easter Kentucky, Southwest
Virginia, East Tennessee and No1ihwest North Carolina.
Year one - $10,000
Year two - $50,000
Year three - $50,000

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-076
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION GRANT
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy has been awarded a Youth Membership
Program Grant from the National Recreation and Parks Association in the amount of
$110,000 over a three-year period; and
WHEREAS, the focus of said grant will be to develop a mentorship program for
children ages six to 12 who are in underserved communities and/or affected by the opioid
crisis; and
WHEREAS, the grant will be spread out over a three-year period as follows:
$10,000
Year 1:
Year 2:
$50,000
$50,000
Year 3:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN OPEN SESSION THAT:
Section 1.

The Board of Commissioners does hereby accept the National Recreation and
Parks Association Youth Membership Program Grant in the amount of
$110,000 over a three-year period.

Section 2.

The Board of Commissioners does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute said
grant document(s) per review and approval by the City Attorney.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon approval.

Approved and adopted this the 2nd day of May, 2019.

ATTEST:

Melissa N. Brame, City Clerk

David L. Rowe, Mayor

ORDINANCE# 2019-037
PROJECT ORDINANCE
FOR
NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION GRANT PROJECT
WHEREAS the City of Mount Airy has accepted a grant award from the National Recreation and Park
Association, which has been designated as the Youth Mentorship Program Grant;
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy, North Carolina, that,
pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following project
ordinance is hereby adopted:
Section 1
The project authorized is for the expenditure of funds under the Youth Mentorship Program Grant:
Amount:

$110,000 grant

NRPA

Section 2
The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project within the terms of the award
documents and the budget contained herein.
Section 3
The following amounts are appropriated for the project:
Culture and Recreation

$

110,000

Section 4
The following revenues are anticipated to be available to complete this project:
Grant Proceeds

$

110,000

Section 5
The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the Project Fund sufficient specific detailed
accounting records to satisfy the requirements of the granter agency, the grant agreements, and federal
regulations.
Section 6
Funds may be advanced from the General Fund for the purpose of making payments as due.
Reimbursement requests should be made to the granter agency in an orderly and timely manner.
Section 7
Copies of this project ordinance shall be furnished to the Clerk to the Governing Board, and to the Budget
Officer and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.
Adopted this 2th day of May, 2019.
___________, Mayor

Attested:___________, City Clerk

Excerpt from March 21, 2019 Regula r Meeting Minutes:

BOARD TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING SALE AND TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY
LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF FRANKLIN STREET AND NORTH SOUTH STREET:
Commissioner Cawley asked for this item to be removed from the closed session agenda to be discussed
in open session. Hugh Campbell explained that the City has received an offer from a prospective buyer
on the property at the corner of South Street and Franklin Street. Under the City charter, the Board
with a minimum 4-1 vote can sell the property without an upset bid process if the Board decides the
offer represents fair market value and the City can attach certain conditions upon the sale of the
property. Another option to sell would be to offer the property in an upset bid process where the
property is advertised and held for a ten-day upset bid process until the bidding stopped. We have sold
property both ways in the past.
Martin Collins informed the Board that the buyer has a broker which means there would be a brokerage
fee if the property is sold. This is the L-shaped lot that has frontage on South Street and Franklin
Street. It is a former parking lot and is currently being used to store equipment. It totals 3.22 acres
and the appraised value is $198,840. The current offer is for $175,000. The proposed use would be a
business commercial building. The 5 % brokerage fee would have to come out of this price. The original
offer was for $170,000 which we countered with the amount of the tax value plus the amount of the
brokerage fee. Commissioner Armbrister asked about countering with just the tax value. The buyer
has indicated that $175,000 is his best offer he can make. Commissioner Cawley is in favor of selling
the property at the offer of $175,000, as part of an upset bid process. Commissioner Brinkley is not in
favor of paying the brokerage fee. Commissioner Cawley is upset that the property was part of the
Spencer site plan presented at the previous meeting while we were negotiating its purchase.
Commissioner Armbrister is in favor of upset bids. Commissioner Cawley suggested an easement on the
Housing Authority side for future greenway connection or possibly a small road. Commissioner
Armbrister noted there had been a three-year unwind placed as a restriction also. Hugh pointed out
that there could be no restrictions placed on the property if we pursue the upset bid process, and he is
unsure if those restrictions could be added.
Commissioner Brown made a motion to sell the property.
Commissioner Cawley for the purposes of discussion.

This motion received a second from

Commissioner Brinkley asked whether the use would affect the long-range plans on Franklin Street.
Commissioner Cawley replied that we have a City Ordinance that would have restrictions on what they
can do. Andy Goodall replied that the current M-1 Industrial zoning would allow go-carts and other
high intensity uses and suggested that the zoning be researched further. Hugh questioned whether the
addition of an easement constituted a new counter-offer. Martin Collins stated there was a verbal
agreement regarding a path to the greenway. There was discussion of whether a possible go-cart track
would violate the noise ordinance. Commissioner Armbrister suggested we need more information
about the plans for the property. Commissioner Brinkley stated that we need to rezone the property
first to restrict use of the property.
On motion by Commissioner Cawley, seconded by Commissione1· Armbrister and passed by a f01u to one
vote, this item was tabled to a later date.
Vote Aye: Commissioners, Ai·mhrister, Brinkley, Cawley, Yokeley
Vote Nay: Commissioner Brown

Commissioner Cawley suggested the property needs to be rezoned to allow business use. Andy Goodall
recommended that B-2 would allow commercial and multi-family residential. This is the zoning we
approved for the Spencer's property. Commissioner Armbrister noted that our counter offer would be
that we want it rezoned to B-2 and subject to a right-of-way easement. Commissioner Cawley asked
Martin to take this information back to the proposed buyer. Andy informed the Board that since the
Board is requesting the amendment, it does not have to go before the Planning Board. The Board can
make a motion to hold the public hearing at the second meeting in April, they can have it ready to
present then.
Commissioner Cawley made a motion to set a public hearing for the second meeting in April to rezone the
property as discussed. This received a second from Commissioner Armbrister for the pm·pose of
discussion.

Commissioner Yokeley stated that the rezoning should wait until it is decided what is the highest and
best use for the property. Commissioner Brinkley thinks that the rezoning will give others the
opportunity to determine if they would like to buy it. Hugh clarified that the Board intends to rezone
the property regardless of whether they choose to sell it.
With no fm·ther discussion, the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-036
ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE 400 BLOCK OF FRANKLIN
STREET
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Airy Board of Commissioners desires to rezone a city
owned paTcel (3.22 acres) located at the 400 block of Franklin Street, Tax ID 5020-15-546661, from M-1 (Industrial) to B-2 (General Business); and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy directed that a
public hearing be conducted on the 18th day of April, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Board of CommissioneTs, having conducted the public heaTing,
concur that the property herein described be rezoned and adopt the following Statement of
Consistency:

STATEMENT OF CONSISTENCY

"The request is consistent with the future land use (downtown) and growth management
recommendations in the City of Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan. The request is reasonable
in that it is compatible with the previously mentioned recommendations found in the City of
Mount Airy Comprehensive Plan and the adjacent non-residential zoning districts and their
peTmitted uses."
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Mount Airy Board of
CommissioneTs that this city owned 3.22-acTe parcel shown on the attached Exhibit A
identified as 400 block of Franklin Street, Tax ID Number 5020-15-54-6661, be Tezoned from
M-1 (InclustTial) to B-2 (General Business):
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Zoning Map of the City of Mount Airy he
amended to reflect this change.
Approved and adopted this the 18th day of April, 2019.

David L. Rowe, Mayor
ATTEST:

V\r\ allfYJh.

��

1 Usa N. Brame, City Clerk

L

-

April 25, 2019
PARCEL ID: 50201 5546661
OWNER: CITY OF MOUNT AIRY
300 S MAIN ST
PO BOX70
MOUNT AIRY, NC 27030-0070
ADDRESS: FRANKLIN ST

Surry County
ACRES:
DEED REF:
LAND VALUE:
BLDG VALUE:
OBX VALUE:
ASSESSED VALUE:

3.22 AC
01214/0407
$198,840
$0
$0
$198,840

0

I

0

1:2,368
0.04

0.02
II

II

0.03

II

I

I
0.06

II

0.08 mi
I

I
0.12 km

Disclaimer: The information contained on this page is taken from
aerial mapping, tax mapping, and public recor d s and is NOT to be
construed or used as a survey or 'legal description'. Only a licensee
professional land surveyor can legally determine precise locations,
elevations, length and direction of a line, and areas.

Excerpt from Ap1·il 4, 2019 Regulai· Meeting Minutes:
CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF ADOPTION OF PLAN FOR BEST USE OF CITY
OWNED PROPERTY:

Commissioner Yokeley stated that he doesn't think we are ready yet to make any decisions but
the decisions need to be made soon and when they are made, we need to stick with them. He
would like to discuss getting bids for demolitions regarding the buildings that the structural
enginee1· recommended to be demolished; estimates for infrastructure for the projects that a1·e
planned, like the culinary school and the cube building as well as other areas of the Spencer's
property. This needs to be done quickly so that we can move ahead. He stated it has been five
years since the property was purchased and it is time to move fmward so as to not let it
deteriorate further.
Commissioner Armbrister asked if Commissioner Y okeley was refeITing to only the Spencer's
property. Commissioner Yokeley replied that the property noted in the plan that was
presented by the MAD during the previous meeting that needs to be considernd, whether it is
approved or rejected.
Commissioner Brinkley questioned whether the property had
deteriorated from the time that Dana had planned to use it to the point where it needs to be
destroyed. Commissioner Yokeley believes that it has. He stated that five years ago there was
little evidence of mold or things like roof leaks, and now it is terrible. Commissioner Brinkley
asked if only one structural engineer had made this determination. Barbara Jones replied that
Wayne Mome was the structural engineer hired by the City to evaluate the two buildings, and
that report had been presented at a previous meeting.
Commissioner Cawley commented that we have been working on this property the whole time
during the previous five years. We had contracts with three different developers who were
responsible for developing for around four years of that time, as late as November of last year.
He is not in favor of getting bids because he is not in favor of the City spending the money that
would be required once those bids are obtained. He believes it would be unethical to ask
someone to do the work when you know you are not going to support the cost of that work. If
someone wants to volunteer their time to get these estimates, that would be different. In the
past five years, he has seen the same rhetoric in this process whe1·e initially there is no ask, but
then they ask. It starts with a bid, and then the Board is expected to act on it. He has
suggested to put a 'for sale' sign on it, and if we need to go through someone that knows what
they are doing to sell it, then so be it. He does not think the City has any more money to spend
on this. The taxpayeTs were told this wasn't going to cost them any money, but that has not
been the case. It wasn't done on purpose, but it has cost a lot of money.
Commissioner Yokeley said he doesn't think it is impoTtant what has happened in the past.
He thinks it is important what is happening now and in the future and that this is what we
should concentrate on. We will not know how to move forward unless we have some estimates
about costs. Commissioner Brinkley asked if he was asking to get estimates on demolition.
Commissioner Yokeley stated yes, based on the recommendation of the structuTal engineer.
He does not believe that the culinary school will move forward unless these buildings aTe
demolished, and he doesn't think other developers will either. He thinks we need to find out

what the costs would be and then make a decision on how to move forward. Commissioner
Brinkley asked if we demolished the buildings and then put them up fOT sale if we could recoup
the demolition costs. Commissioner Armbrister suggested that it would create revenue
eventually. He stated that he thinks creating lots and then find someone professional to
market them would be an alternative, whether we demolish the buildings first or sell as is.
Commissioner Brinkley stated that it doesn't cost to get estimates and then they could make
a decision, to which Commissioner Brown agreed.
Mayor Rowe made a suggestion to take 90 days off from the Spencer's project, and then come·
back to it. Maybe some new ideas would arise in that time and it might help to see a way to
move forward. Commissioner Armbrister stated that we could also be working on the ideas
suggested at today's meeting at the same time. Commissioner Y okeley agreed that during that
time we could be getting estimates and look fOT other buyers. Commissioner Brinkley stated
this might just be speculation now and no marketing has been done yet. She is in favor with
Commissioner Y okeley's suggestion to get estimates. Mayor Rowe stated that we will need to
decide on certain details before we can ask for estimates, such as which buildings and whether
to ask for removal of debris or retaining on-site, depending on how we want the site left.
Commissioner Brinkley is concerned about possibility of damage to the sites that a1·e already
being worked on. She is in favor of revenue, but doesn't see where the culinary school is going
to provide that. Barbara noted that the PTRC has already contracted and received a
structural report on the cube building and they will give us a copy of that.
Commissioner Y okeley stated that PTRC should know something about theiT grant
application around the first of June. He suggested that we work with them and work on
getting estimates on the recommended demolitions, as well as some ballpark figures on
infrastructure and stOTm drainage that may be needed. Commissioner Cawley advised that we
may get estimates or bids and it is too expensive to do the demolitions and ,ve turn it down.
There may not be support to pay for everything that is wanted down there. Commissioner
Yokeley stated that we need a plan, whether it is to move fOTward or to stop. Commissioner
Cawley replied that the City doesn't need a plan, only the developer and stated that our plan
needs to be to sell it. Mayor Rowe stated that it shouldn't hurt anything to just get estimates.
Commissioner Armbrister would like to see estimates obtained at no cost which are figures we
should probably already know and that there is probably going to be some demo regardless.

Commissioner Yokeley made a motion to seek estimates and to have those presented by the fo·st
meeting in May, seconded by Commissioner A.1.'mbrister and passed by a four to one vote.
Vote Aye: Commissionei·s Armbrister, B1·inkley, Brown, and Yokeley
Vote Nay: Commissionei· Cawley

