The Certificate of Appropriateness or
COA form can be obtained on the City’s
website or by coming into the office. The
form can either be e-mailed to planning@
mountairy.org or brought into our office
at 300 S. Main St.

City of Mount Airy

Historic
Preservation
Commission

A COA application must be filed with the
Planning Department at least 10 days prior
to the commission meeting to be heard
by the HPC board. The board meets the
third Wednesday of each month at 5:30
PM as needed.

City of Mount Airy
Planning Department
300 South Main Street
336-786-3520
www.mountairy.org

Introduction

The purpose of historic preservation is to
preserve, conserve and protect buildings,
objects, and landscapes. Repairing
rather than replacing is always a goal. If
replacement is necessary it is important to
match the original as closely as possible.
The City of Mount Airy has adopted a set
of guidelines that are to be followed for
certain projects in the Local District.

Historic Districts

The City of Mount Airy currently has a
designated Local Historic District and a
National Historic District. It is important
to know the difference between them.
The National Historic District is not
overseen by the city nor are there
any special restrictions for owners
maintaining or altering their property
with private resources. There would only
be restrictions when applying for grants
through the State Historic Preservation
Office. More information may be found
on their website, http://www.hpo.ncdcr.
gov/. However, work done in the Local
Historic District is overseen by the Mount
Airy Historic Preservation Commission.
For information on whether your home is
in the Local Historic District please contact
the City Planning Department.

Preservation Commission

In July of 1992, a nine member Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC) was
appointed by the Mount Airy Board of
Commissioners. The HPC advises the
City Board of Commissioners on historic
landmark and property designations.
They function as a design review board
for proposed changes to the exterior of
said properties and structures.
Once a property receives local designation,
any change to the exterior of the structure
must be approved by the commission
by the issuance of a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) before work may
commence. Exterior changes include
façade alterations, signage, vegetation
removal, new construction, demolition,
etc. Design guidelines, adopted by the
commission for use in guiding such
changes, ensure that local landmarks are
preserved for future generations. The
complete design guidelines can be found
on the City’s website, www.mountairy.org.
Always contact the Planning Department
if you are ever unsure if a COA would be
needed.

Review of COA

For minor projects the city staff can
appprove a COA. If it is a major project
the appliction will need to be reviewed by
the Historic Preservation Commission.

Demolition

Demolition of significant buildings,
structures, sites, objects, or trees within the
Mount Airy Historic District is discouraged.
State enabling legislation and City
ordinances provide that an application for
a certificate of appropriateness authorizing
demolition of a building, structure, or
site may not be denied (unless the State
Historic Preservation Officer has made
a determination that the property has
statewide significance). However, the
authorization date of such a certificate
may be delayed by the commission for up
to 365 days from the date of approval.
The purpose of this delay period is to give
the commission adequate time to explore
every alternative to the destruction
of the historic resource. A Certificate
of Appropriateness is required for the
demolition of a historic property.

