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COMPREHENSIVE RECREATIONAL MASTER PLAN

THE ARARAT RIVER

ﬂows through
the quaint downtown of Mount Airy in Surry County North
Carolina. As a major open space linkage between the Cityʼs
existing and proposed park facilities, the Ararat River corridor
provides a unique opportunity to incorporate new and expanded
recreational uses into the Cityʼs public recreation system.

1. Introduction

The Ararat River Greenway Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan provides recommendations to improve the recreational
opportunities along the Ararat River. The major recommendations include a 2.5 mile riverfront greenway trail along the west
side of the Ararat River connecting the existing Riverside Park
in the north with the proposed park at Tharrington Elementary
School in the south; renovations to the existing Riverside Park;
creation of an environmental park at the Rowe property just
across the river from the Mount Airy Middle School; new soccer ﬁelds at Tharrington Elementary School; and portage points
along the River corridor. All of the recommendations in this
plan should be integrated with the Ararat River restoration work,
as proposed by Buck Engineering.
Resource Institute, Incorporated worked in conjunction with
the City of Mount Airy to hire Buck Engineering for the stream
restoration work along sections of the Ararat River. Buck Engineering in turn hired West Fourth Landscape Architecture, PA
as a subconsultant to prepare a recreational master plan for three
parks and a greenway trail along the Ararat River. Since West
Fourth Landscape Architecture, PAʼs (WFLA) specialty is in
park master planning and development, they hired Greenways
Incorporated (GWI) as a subconsultant for greenway planning
expertise. Both WFLA and GWI facilitated the public input portion of the master planning process.

The Ararat River ﬂows along an edge of the existing
Riverside Park as well as along two additional proposed
park sites further south.

The Ararat River Greenway project site is located
in the eastern edge of the City of Mount Airy, North
Carolina. (Image courtesy of the Surry County
Master Plan).

Project
Site

1.1 Prior Planning Efforts
There have been several planning efforts that have lead up to
and informed this Master Plan. In 1991, the City of Mount Airy
applied for a Land and Water Conservation Fund grant for the
construction of the Riverside Park Greenway. The application
narrative discussed the importance of recreational trail connections throughout the city and more passive recreational opportunities for the residents of Mount Airy.
INT RODUCT I O N
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The Mount Airy Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master
Plan (2001) Section 5: Parks and Recreation Planning and Programming Guidelines:
• Provided planning objectives, guidelines and a deﬁned vocabulary that will give Mount Airy a framework of planning
principles that focus on the future needs of parks and recreation
resources, land development and facility planning
• Speciﬁed programming guidelines for the City that will outline the necessary steps to provide adequate access, variety and
satisfaction for Mount Airy citizens.
The 2001 Master Plan deﬁnes Riverside Park as a Neighborhood Park that provides recreational facilities such as a picnic
area, multi-use courts, ballﬁelds, etc. Greenways are described
as corridors that “would enhance the present or potential value
of abutting or surrounding land and enhance the conservation of
natural, environmental or scenic resources.”

The Ararat River Greenway segment is proposed in
the Surry County Greenway Master Plan (2005).

Public comments were gathered from Mount Airy
residents at two public meetings in September and
through comment forms.

The Surry County Greenway Master Plan (2005) describes the
Ararat River Greenway corridor as a greenway that connects
Mount Airy, Pilot Mountain, Pilot Mountain State Park, and the
Yadkin River. The Master Plan recommends multi-use paved
trails for urban areas in Mount Airy, unpaved trails for more environmentally sensitive areas, and a water-based trail to provide
direct water access for residents to take canoeing or ﬁshing trips
along the Ararat River.
The City of Mount Airy Sidewalk Master Plan (2005) illustrates
the existing and proposed sidewalks in order of priority. The
proposed sidewalks affecting greenway and park development
are described below. A high priority sidewalk connection that is
noted in this plan, runs along both sides of Riverside Drive and
along the north side of Pine Street. Both of these recommendations provide connections to the proposed greenway trail and
Riverside Park from the Reeves Community Center. Another
high priority sidewalk connection is proposed along the north
side of Hamburg Street. This sidewalk segment would also provide a connection to the proposed greenway and Rowe Environmental Park. Finally, there are no sidewalks currently proposed
along South Renfro Street, however sidewalks should be considered here in any future sidewalk plans to provide additional
connections to the greenway trail.
1.2 Summary of Public Input
Public Input for the Ararat River Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan was collected through two methods. The ﬁrst
method was a hand-written Public Comment Form designed
speciﬁcally for this project by the consultant team. The sec-
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ond was hand-written responses and comments on a series of
maps during two public meetings held on Tuesday September
26, 2006 (10 am and 6 pm at the Reeves Community Center).
Consultants presented the recommended improvements of the
Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan draft at both of the
public meetings.
The results of the public comment form were mostly in favor
of the recommendations to rehabilitate Riverside Park and to
create new public park spaces at Rowe Environmental Center
land and below Tharrington Elementary School. The majority
of comments discussed ways to improve existing parks and also
discussed what amenities were most requested for the proposed
parks. The top recommendations were Lighting and Nature
Trails for Riverside Park, Interpretive Trails, Picnic Facilities,
and an Environmental Center for Rowe, and Parking and restrooms at Tharrington Park. The greenway was favored as a paved
trail with benches. 97% of Public Comment Form respondents
favored a greenway along the Ararat River.

Rowe Environmental Park is one of the proposed
recreational facilities along the Ararat River Greenway.
The site also provides many educational opportunities
for students to learn about the environment.

2. Recreational Recommendations

The recommendations proposed in this Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan for the Ararat River Greenway include improvements to Riverside Park, development of the Rowe Environmental Center and Tharrington Middle School Park, and the
development of a 2.5 mile paved multi-use greenway trail along
the east edge of the Ararat River between Riverside Park in the
north and Tharrington Elementary School Park in the south.
2.1 Parks
The three parks affected in this Master Plan involve different
recreational and educational elements and are each unique to the
Mount Airy parks system.
2.1.1 Riverside Park
Riverside Park is an existing 15 acre neighborhood park located
across Pine Street from the Mount Airy Public Works Department building and is bound by East Oak Street to the south, the

Swimming at Riverside Park is a popular pastime in
the summer months.
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ﬂood control dam and railroad to the north, Riverside Drive to
the west, and the Ararat River to the east. Since Riverside Park is
a well used, functioning, and an easily accessible space from the
surrounding neighborhoods, few improvements are proposed.
Existing Facilities
Existing facilities at Riverside Park include an unlit soccer ﬁeld,
a picnic shelter housing 12 picnic tables, and a gravel parking
lot at the north of the site. A large playground complete with
multiple play equipment structures exists at the south end of the
park. Parking is provided by a large asphalt lot and accessed
The existing picnic facilities at Riverside Park include from the main entrance drive off of Riverside Drive. Both the
a shelter housing 12 tables with views to the soccer
main entrance drive and the existing asphalt lot are in need of
ﬁeld and Ararat River.
repaving. Restrooms and drinking fountains are provided at the
north end of the large asphalt parking lot. The hillside area at the
northwest corner of the site provides great views if users can get
to the top of it. However, it is overgrown with vegetation for
most of the year and needs to be cleaned up.

Existing trails atop the hillside at Riverside Park need
to be remulched, as shown below, and low growing
vegetation needs to be trimmed back to allow park
visitors access to spectacular views. (Photo of trail in
Greensboro, North Carolina).

Proposed Improvements
Riverside Park has minimal recommended improvements. The
new main role will be to serve as the northern trailhead for the
Ararat River Greenway. Improvements include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repaving existing asphalt parking lot and entrance drive
Lighting for the existing soccer ﬁeld
Canoe portage point
Gravel parking lot for canoe access parking
Renovate existing nature trails on hillside
Greenway trail development
Greenway trailhead
Skate Park

The existing 30,000 square foot parking lot and entrance road
should be repaved with heavy-duty asphalt. The existing soccer
ﬁeld is heavily used and the addition of lighting will enable it
to be used after dusk. A canoe portage point is proposed at the
southern end of the park and will be accessible from an additional gravel parking lot. Since the hillside provides great views
of the park and river, the underbrush should be cleared and managed to prevent future overgrowth and to allow access for more
visitors. Additional mulch should be installed for the trail surface. Both the underbrush clearing and trail construction could
be accomplished through volunteer labor. Finally, the greenway
trail development along the river is an important element of Riverside Park. The greenway trail should be 10ʼ wide asphalt to
allow users of all non-motorized wheeled transportation as well
as pedestrians, to travel safely. (See later in the document for
more greenway trail information).
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2.1.2 Rowe Environmental Park
The Rowe Environmental Park development has been spearheaded by the HB Rowe Environmental Educational Park Task
Force. The vision is “inspiring young people to be active in the
world” in a setting where they can “learn about the environment and work to preserve the beauty around us”. The Task
Force envisions that students will become “stronger stewards
of our environment as they become adult citizens of this and
other regions.” This vision includes connecting the environmental park to the Mount Airy Middle School across the Ararat
River to allow students and teachers to utilize the educational
opportunities at the park. The project site is located just north
of Hamburg Street, extends west to Korner Street and South
Renfro Street, north to Circle Drive and east to the Ararat River
and includes 22 acres of undeveloped land.
Existing Natural Resources
Since the site for the Rowe Environmental Park is currently a
naturalized area, there are no existing formal recreational facilities to report. However, the site is rich with natural features
including large granite rock outcroppings throughout the site
and also along the edges of the river. These outcrops provide
river access points and ﬁshing spots and are abundant with
vegetation and wildlife.

Rock outcroppings along the proposed entrance road
to Rowe Environmental Park provide environmental
education opportunities.

Rock outcropping found along the shores of the Rowe
property lend themselves to natural canoe portage
points and ﬁshing spots.

RECOMMENDATI O N S
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Proposed Improvements
The proposed improvements for the Rowe Environmental Park
highlight the existing natural resources of the site and include:

Environmental education is one of the main goals
of the proposed Rowe Environmental Park. (Photo
by Shannon Raborn, Associate Director, courtesy of
American Trails).

• Asphalt parking lot accessible from Hamburg Street
• Natural surface trails from the gravel lot to the proposed
canoe portage and picnic areas
• Canoe portage location
• (4) Picnic areas including 2 tables, benches,
and 1 trash receptacle each
• Native vegetation planting
• Environmental Center/Shelter/Restrooms
• Pedestrian bridge to Mount Airy Middle School
• Educational signage
• Greenway trail development

All improvements should be designed and constructed to
minimize impact to the site. The gravel parking lot will provide between 30-40 parking spaces for access to the park, the
river, and the greenway trail. Approximately 1,000 linear feet
of natural trails are proposed at this time, however more nature
trails could be added in the future as needed. Educational signage to highlight the existing natural features could be located
along these nature trails. One canoe portage location is proposed at the south end of the property. However, the existing
granite rock outcroppings lend themselves to additional portage
points. Four sheltered picnic areas are proposed throughout the
park and include tables, benches, and trash receptacles. Finally, a primitive Environmental Center with restrooms is also
proposed. Further design of this center should consider educaEnvironmental education signs can identify and tional opportunities and ideal site location and orientation.
provide information about wildlife, vegetation, and
historic elements throughout the Rowe Environmental
Park and along the Greenway. (Photo courtesy of
Cloud-Gehshan Associates for the North Delaware
Riverfront Greenway).
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2.1.3 Tharrington School Park
Tharrington School Park is located on the west side of the Ararat River across from the Tharrington Elementary School and
north of South Renfro Street/US 52 Business. This 33 acre site
is an ideal location for additional, much needed soccer ﬁelds
for the Mount Airy Community.
Existing Facilities
The site is currently leased to a corn farmer and is not formally
developed, but it does provide access to the river in two ideal
locations. The only existing facility is a gravel entrance road
that is prohibitively steep and has drainage problems.
Proposed Improvements
The proposed improvements to Tharrington Park focus on providing sports ﬁelds and support facilities and include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Soccer is a popular sport in Mount Airy as evident by
the existing goals at the Tharrington School Park site.
Four new soccer ﬁelds are proposed for the site. One
ﬁeld will be a “premier” ﬁeld for the City complete
with lighting, turf, and irrigation.

New, easily accessible, paved entrance drive
Lockable entrance gate
(3) Traditional un-lit soccer ﬁelds
Premier soccer ﬁeld with lighting and irrigation
Gravel parking areas
Maintenance building
Concession building with restrooms
Secondary nature trail loop
Canoe portage
Greenway trail development
Greenway trailhead

The new main entrance will be re-graded and paved with asphalt to provide easier access into the site as well as to improve
the drainage for the road. Lockable gates will prevent undesired access to the site during off hours. The City of Mount
Airy has a great need for more soccer ﬁelds and therefore four
soccer ﬁelds are proposed here. Three un-lit soccer ﬁelds will
accommodate recreational players, while one “premier” ﬁeld
will have ﬁrst-class lighting, turf, and irrigation to serve as a
showcase ﬁeld for the City. Gravel parking lots are proposed
to accommodate parking for visitors. Finally, an asphalt trail
loop is proposed around the ﬁelds. Tharrington Park will mark
the “end” of the Ararat River Greenway as discussed in this
Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan and for this phase of
development.

RECOMMENDATI O N S
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2.2 Greenway Trail
Almost 2.5 miles of riverfront greenway is proposed along
the west side of the Ararat River connecting Riverside Park to
Tharrington Park. The greenway trail is proposed as a 10ʼ wide
asphalt trail except in areas where it is located close to the river
and high velocities of storm waters demand concrete construction. These areas include the trail alignment beneath three
roadway bridges in the project; Pine Street, Hamburg Street,
and South Renfro/US 52 Business.
A major issue of greenway development along the
Ararat River is the construction of greenway trail
beneath the bridges as shown above at Hamburg Street
looking south. The Little Sugar Creek Greenway in
Charlotte, North Carolina (shown below) demonstrates
the successful trail construction at a ﬂood prone
condition beneath an existing bridge.

Canoeing and kayaking are encouraged along the
Ararat River with portage points proposed at all three
parks along the greenway trail. The current proposed
greenway trail ends at Tharrington School Park but
could continue south in the future.
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The Greenway Trail provides connections to existing trails and
future trail development. A connection to the Lovillʼs Creek
Greenway is proposed at the northern end of Riverside Park
along the existing railroad right-of-way. Newly installed
concrete sidewalks along Pine Street provide access from the
greenway trail to the Reeveʼs Community Center and downtown. Another possible future connection is to the former
landﬁll site just north of the Mount Airy Middle School which
is currently being evaluated for future development opportunities. A future opportunity to the south would continue the
Ararat Greenway along the Ararat River, ultimately connecting
into the larger Surry County Greenway network (see maps later
in this document).
Although several options for trail alignment were explored and
studied, the safest and most desirable route is following close
to the river and therefore beneath the bridges. This alignment
is the safest because there are no at-grade road crossings and
it is the most desirable because trail users will be physically
closer to the river and able to enjoy the river experience. Additional engineering may be required to make these routes a
reality. However, if a minimum clearance of 8ʼ is maintained
beneath the bridge structure, there is adequate space for the
greenway trail development.

COMPREHENSIVE RECREATIONAL MASTER PLAN
Greenway Trail Development
The greenway trail alignment includes areas that have already
been cleared such as along Riverside Park and along existing
City sewer easements. The idea is to align the trail to minimize
disturbance to the natural environment and therefore limit the
amount of grading and clearing required. The following elements of the greenway trail are proposed in this Master Plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10ʼ wide asphalt trail with 2ʼ wide gravel shoulder
10ʼ wide concrete trail (beneath bridges)
Pre-fabricated pedestrian bridge
Corrugated metal culverts
6ʼ long thermoplastic coated metal bench with back
Trash receptacles
Weighted lockable gates at greenway trail entrances

To accommodate trail development across drainage swales and
small tributaries to the Ararat River, corrugated metal culverts
are proposed. Formal design will determine their exact size
depending on the amount of water ﬂowing through these areas.
A pre-fabricated pedestrian bridge is proposed at the Rowe
Environmental Park providing a connection to the Mount Airy
Middle School. Benches are proposed in pairs along the trail to
provide comfort. Trash receptacles are proposed at trail entrances and high use areas to prevent littering. Weighted gates,
similar to those existing along the Lovillʼs Creek Greenway,
are proposed at trail entrances to prevent vehicular access.
Maintenance and emergency vehicles can access the trail by
unlocking the gates and using these emergency passageways.

Educational signage and benches will be located
along the entire greenway similar to this asphalt trail
in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Weighted gates like these at the Lovillʼs Creek
Greenway in Mount Airy will prevent undesired
motorized trafﬁc along the greenway. By unlocking
the gate, maintenance and emergency vehicles can
access the greenway as needed.

To make the construction of the trail as efﬁcient as possible, efforts should be made to integrate the trail construction with the
restoration construction for the Ararat River. Restoration work
along sections of the Ararat River is currently in the planning
phase and could affect greenway trail development.
Future Connections
As mentioned earlier, extending the greenway trail south to
connect to the larger Surry County greenway network would
provide various recreational opportunities including access to
the Mountains to Sea trail. Other future connections include
a northern extension across the North Carolina state line into
Virginia and the Virginia Civil War Trails system.

A pre-fabricated pedestrian bridge, similar to this one
in Fontana, North Carolina, provides access between
the greenway trail and the Mt. Airy Middle School
(Photo courtesy of Contech).

RECOMMENDATI O N S
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3. Development Costs

Development costs for the Ararat River Greenway Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan are divided into three segments.
Improvements to the existing Riverside Park and development
of two new parks is also included in the following segments.
North Segment
The North Segment includes improvements to the existing Riverside Park and the beginning of the Ararat River Greenway
trail. This segment runs from Riverside Park south to the Puckett property.
Center Segment
The Center Segment includes the development of the Rowe Environmental Park and continues the greenway development beneath Hamburg Street.
South Segment
The South Segment includes the development of the Tharrington
School Park and the end of the Ararat River Greenway for this
phase of development.
All three greenway segments, including parks elements, are
shown on the following maps and cost spreadsheets. A brief
summary is listed below.
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4. Implementation and Timeline

The successful development of recreational facilities along the
Ararat River will require coordinated effort between the City of
Mount Airy, local residents, consultants and contractors. There
are four basic steps to implementing successful greenway and
park improvements:
1. Land Acquisition
2. Phasing
3. Funding and Financing
4. Facilities Maintenance and Operations Management
4.1. Land Acquisition
Land acquisition and resource protection methods should be
strategic, efﬁcient, and respectful. The City of Mount Airy
should work with non-proﬁt land protection agencies, land
trusts, or environmental organizations when attempting to
acquire or manage property. These entities often have a great
deal of experience selling the greenway beneﬁts of conservation. Because these types of organizations do not have the
power to condemn land or the power to tax, they often have
excellent personal and professional relations with local landowners. Many options are available to obtain different degrees
of control and different ownership relationships to regulate
resource use. The following is a list of potential conservation
tools, which should be applied appropriately to meet the goals
and priorities of the Ararat River Greenway Comprehensive
Recreational Master Plan.
Regulatory Methods
This type of resource protection is used to shape the use of the
land without transferring or selling the land. The rules for this
type of tool are established and enforced by a governing body.
•
•
•
•

Development/Impact Fee
Cluster Development
Mandatory Dedication of Open Space
Performance, Incentive, or Conservation Zoning

IMPLEMENTAT I O N
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Open Space Acquisition
Land acquisition is a method used to acquire property rights
to protect resources or to allow access and free movement of
users on a property. This type of method is permanent. Acquisition methods can be divided into two categories: 1) landowners retain ownership of the land and preserve a resource
through an easement or other mutual agreement, or 2) land
ownership and management is transferred from a landowner to
a conservation agency (local government, land trust, or other
preservation organization.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Purchase of Development Rights
Conservation Easement
Lease
Fee Simple Acquisition
Bargain Sale
Installment Sale
Right of First Refusal
Undivided Interest
Land Banking
Acquisition and Saleback

Land Donation
All or some of the land rights and responsibilities are donated
to a conservation agency by the landowner.
•
•
•

Outright Donation
Donation via Bequest
Donation with Reserved Life Estate

Mutual agreements made between two or more entities regarding the use of a resource, with the ultimate goals of: 1) protecting the resource and 2) designating the most capable entity to
manage the land. In general, the property owner helps prepare
a set of rules that will guide the use of the land. In exchange,
the landowner may receive a special use privilege, a reduction
in tax liability, or a cash reimbursement.
Intergovernmental partnership
Agency Transfer
Land Exchange
Non-proﬁt Acquisition
and Conveyance to Public Agency
• Joint Venture Partnership
• Management Agreement
• Mutual Covenants
•
•
•
•
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4.2 Phasing
The ability to commit to the Ararat River Greenway Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan potentially long development
timetable is crucial to the success of the recreational facilities.
This phasing plan discusses the phasing of projects in three
phases that conveniently correspond with the segment breakdown:
Phase 1: North Segment – Riverside Park to Puckett
property (end of City property control)
Phase 2: Center Segment – Puckett property to south
of Hamburg Street
Phase 3: South Segment – South to Tharrington School
Park
Phase 1: North Segment (including Riverside Park)
The development of Phase 1 focuses on the improvements to
the existing Riverside Park, additional parking in the Park, and
the construction of the riverfront greenway trail to the border
of the Puckett property, which is the extent of land currently
controlled by the City of Mount Airy. (See Recommendations
for more information).
Phase 2: Center Segment (including Rowe Environmental
Park)
Phase 2 continues the greenway trail development where Phase
1 ended and continues south beyond Hamburg Street. The
development of the Rowe Environmental Park is included in
Phase 2 as well as a pedestrian bridge linking greenway trail
users to the Mount Airy Middle School.
Phase 3: South Segment (including Tharrington School
Park)
Phase 3 continues the greenway trail development from the end
of Phase 2 to the end of the trail at the south end of Tharrington
School Park. Phase 3 includes the development of the Tharrington School Park with 2 recreational soccer ﬁelds and one
premier ﬁeld (includes lighting and turf) and a canoe access.
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Ararat River Greenway and Recreational Master Plan
Phasing Plan: Not to scale.

Future Recommendations
Additional land acquisition for the development of future
recreational facilities is recommended between the Rowe Environmental Park and Hamburg Street. Acquiring this property would allow for the construction of a parking lot with an
entrance off of Hamburg Street providing a shorter drive to the
canoe/kayak access point along the river. (See Development
Costs map Center Segment)
IMPLEMENTAT I O N

21

ARARAT RIVER GREENWAY
Connecting to existing and potential greenway trail systems
is another element to consider. Per the Context Map in the
Development Costs section, the Ararat River Greenway could
ultimately be linked to the regional Mountains to Sea Trail
that connections the western part of Surry County east to Pilot
Mountain. On an even larger scale, the Ararat River Greenway
could be connected to the Virginia Civil War Trail System by
continuing north across the Virginia/North Carolina state line.
On the local scale, connecting to the existing Lovillʼs Creek
Greenway is strongly recommended. This connection may be
made along the existing railroad right-of-way in the future.
4.3 Funding and Financing
There are three types of funding required to support the development of recreational facilities and a greenway system;
project development funding, operations funding, and facility
maintenance funding. Funding for operations and facility maintenance is much more challenging to obtain than project development funding. Identifying funding sources, creating funding
sources, and sustaining reliable funding over the long term is
critical to the overall success and growth of the Ararat River
Greenway Comprehensive Recreational Master Plan.
Several types of funding sources can be identiﬁed and it is likely that a combination of these might offer the best solution to
implementing, operating, and maintaining the greenway. The
following charts illustrate some of the various funding sources
available at the federal, state, and local level.
4.4 Facilities Maintenance and Operations Management
The Ararat River Greenway Recreational Master Plan includes recreational facilities located within parks and along the
greenway. First and foremost, all facilities should be maintained to promote safe use. The City of Mount Airy will be
maintaining and operating facilities, however, volunteer groups
may be utilized to provide some of the necessary labor.
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